


The district has jurisdiction over 35 ditch 
systems.

Systems are in Beltrami, Marshall, Pennington, 
Red Lake, Polk, & Clearwater counties.

Total of 320.44 miles of ditch in 5,990 square 
miles in district





Semi-annual or annual inspections
• Determine types of repairs or maintenance work 

to keep ditches functioning in good working order
• Sedimentation, slope sloughing, head-cutting, 

culvert damage

Mowing and cattail management

Management of Beaver dams

Violations of right-of-way/buffer strips









No compensation without prior approval from district staff

Compensation of $100.00 per beaver 

• for beavers trapped on legal drainage system or 
impoundment

• Trapper submits beaver tail to district office
• Trapper submits bill to district office

District does not pay for mileage

Trapper is to obtain landowner permission and adhere to 
all MN DNR rules and regulations and possess the required 
permit during trapping





Approximately 162.3/320.44 miles have a permanent grass 
buffer strip on one or both sides that requires maintenance.

By state statute 103e.21, ‘the authority shall order that permanent 
grass, other than a noxious weed, be planted on the ditch side slopes 
and that a permanent strip of perennial vegetation approved by the 
drainage authority be established on each side of the ditch. The 
permanent strips of perennial vegetation shall be 16-1/2 feet in width.’
Maintenance of these buffer strips consists of mowing the 
right-of-way once a year. July 1st is the target start date. 
Also spraying for noxious weeds.



BUFFER 
STRIP 
VIOLATION-
Course of 
action







Site 1

Site 2



Looking northwest at gully at STA 184+00.
 

Facing north, large gully 20’ long x 11’ wide 
x 6’ deep. 

During spring inspection, a large gully was found in the SW4NW4NW4 section 10 of Andover Township 
near STA 184+00. The gully is about twenty feet long, eleven feet wide and six feet deep. Due to the 
topography of the area, the best fix is to shape the gully and place rip rap to stabilize the slopes. This work 
will be done in 2023.
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